
On September 12, the FDA released a statement on its planned response to what 
Commissioner Gottlieb called an "epidemic" of youth e-cigarette use. Earlier this 
year, FDA launched its Youth Tobacco Prevention Plan which focuses on three key 
strategies to stop youth use of tobacco products, especially the rising use of e-
cigarettes: (1) preventing youth access to tobacco products; (2) curbing the 
marketing of tobacco products aimed at youth; and (3) educating teens about the 
dangers of using any tobacco products. In response to the epidemic, the FDA has 
issued: 
  

 12 warning letters to companies that continue to advertise and sell the 
products, which includes several companies that are also cited by the FDA 
for illegally selling the products to minors; 

 56 warning letters and 6 civil monetary penalties to retailers selling JUUL 
to minors; and 

 more than 1,100 warning letters and 131 civil money penalties to stores 
selling e-cigarettes to minors. Specifically, 27 of these warning letters and 
2 of the civil money penalties were issued to stores in Maryland. 
 

FDA sent letters to five e-cigarette manufacturers whose products were sold to 
children during the enforcement blitz and that collectively represent more than 
97% of the current market for e-cigarettes - JUUL, Vuse, MarkTen, blu e-cigs, and 
Logic. These brands are now on notice by the FDA that their products are being 
used by youth at disturbing rates. Given the magnitude of the problem, the FDA 
requested that the manufacturers of these brands and products provide the FDA 
with robust plans within 60 days to discuss how they will address the widespread 
use by minors. 
 
In addition to FDA action, three lawsuits have been filed against JUUL in federal 
court. In relevant part, two of the lawsuits argue that JUUL falsely advertises e-
cigarettes and pods as less addictive alternatives to cigarettes, that JUUL withheld 
information about the negative health effects of e-cigarettes and pods, and that 
JUUL has used targeting marketing practices to reach adolescents. 
  
The third lawsuit was brought by a mother of an adolescent JUUL user who claims 
that the product is designed with far too much nicotine, even for an adult smoker. 
As such, her 15 year old son is heavily addicted, which affects both his behavior and 
his academic performance. 
  
The LRC will continue to follow these lawsuits, as well as any action taken by the 
FDA, very carefully. 
 


